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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

According to the Interim Guidelines presented in the MPEP 2106.1 

When nonfunctional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable 
medium, in a computer or on an electromagnetic carrier signal, it is not statutory since no 
requisite functionality is present to satisfy the practical application requirement. Merely claiming 
nonfunctional descriptive material, i.e., abstract ideas, stored in a computer-readable medium, in 
a computer, on an electromagnetic carrier signal does not make it statutory. See Diehr, 450 U.S. 
at 185-86, 209 USPQ at 8 (noting that the claims for an algorithm in Benson were unpatentable 
as abstract ideas because "[t]he sole practical application of the algorithm was in connection with 
the programming of a general purpose computer."). Such a result would exalt form over 
substance. In re Sarkar, 588 F.2d 1330, 1333, 200 USPQ 132, 137 (CCPA 1978) ("[E]ach 
invention must be evaluated as claimed; yet semantogenic considerations preclude a 
determination based solely on words appearing in the claims. In the final analysis under § 101, 
the claimed invention, as a whole, must be evaluated for what it is.") (quoted with approval in 
Abele, 684 F.2d at 907, 214 USPQ at 687). See also In re Johnson, 589 F.2d 1070, 1077, 200 
USPQ 199, 206 (CCPA 1978) ("form of the claim is often an exercise in drafting"). Thus, 
nonstatutory music is not a computer component and it does not become statutory by merely 
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A computer-readable medium, having computer-executable components, 

(Column 5 Lines 38-40 discloses that the implementation of the method can be done by 
software routines) comprising: 

A data structure including variable/value mappings; (Column 3 Lines 59-60, 
discloses that link ID (applicant's value) will be associated with a pathname variable, 
and that this relationships will be stored in a database) 

A pathname resolyer configured to identify a variable in a pathname, 
(Column 3 Lines 59-60, discloses that the pathname will be analyzed to extract the 
variable associated with the Link ID) to retrieve from the data structure a value 
associated with the identified variable, (Column 6 Lines 27-29, discloses that the 
table (applicant's data structure) is searched looking for a match between the variable 
and the Link ID) and to modify the pathname such that the variable is replaced 
with the value from the data structure. (Column 6 Lines 32-35, discloses that the 
Link ID value is appended to the pathname, therefore modifying it) 

With respect to claim 2, Eastep teaches: 

The pathname resolver comprises a variable identifier that is configured to 
identify the variable in the pathname. (Column 3 Lines 59-60, discloses that the 
pathname will be analyzed to extract the variable associated with the Link ID) 



With respect to claim 3, Eastep teaches: 
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The pathname resolver comprises a pathname engine that is configured to 
identify the variable by performing the following steps: 

Searching for the variable in the data structure; (Column 6 Lines 27-29, 
discloses that the table (applicant's data structure) is searched looking for a match 
between the variable and the Link ID) 

Accessing the corresponding value; and (Column 6 Lines 29-32, discloses 
that if a match is found the Link ID (applicant's value) will be accessed) 

Inserting the value in place of the variable in the pathname such that the 
path identifies the location of an object. (Column 6 Lines 32-35, discloses that the 
Link ID value is appended to the pathname) 

With respect to claim 4, Eastep teaches: 

The data structure is implemented in a kernel mode of an operating system. 

(Column 4 Lines 29-31, discloses that the method would be implemented so that the 
execution of the instructions can be made from system memory, the lowest level of 
processing, therefore the kernel) 

With respect to claim 5, Eastep teaches: 

Variable/value pairs are defined in the data structure by a user. (Column 3 
Lines 54-61, discloses adding the Link ID's (applicant's values) to the data structure and 
creating the relationships between the Link ID's and the variables) 
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With respect to claim 6, Eastep teaches: 

Variable/value pairs are defined in the data structure by a context in which 
the computer-readable medium operates. (Column 3 Lines 54-61, discloses adding 
the Link ID's (applicant's values) to the data structure and creating the relationships 
between the Link ID's and the variables) 

With respect to claim 7, Eastep teaches: 

A computer-readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
comprising (Column 5 Lines 38-40 discloses that the implementation of the method 
can be done by software routines): 

Receiving a pathname that includes a variable (Column 3 Lines 59-60, 
discloses that the received pathname will be analyzed to extract the variable associated 
with the Link ID); 

Resolving the pathname by mapping the variable to a corresponding value 
in a data structure (Column 6 Lines 27-29, discloses that the table (applicant's data 
structure) is searched looking for a match between the variable and the Link ID); 

Returning a handle to an object pointed to by the resolved pathname 
(Column 6 Lines 32-35, discloses that the Link ID value is appended to the pathname 
and then the pathname will be used to access the file); and 

Expanding the data structure by adding variable/value pairs to the data 
structure. (Column 3 Lines 54-61, discloses adding the Link ID's (applicant's values) to 
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the data structure and creating the relationships between the Link ID's and the 
variables) 

With respect to claim 8, Eastep teaches: 

Identifying the variable in the pathname. (Column 3 Lines 59-60, discloses 
that the pathname will be analyzed to extract the variable associated with the Link ID) 

With respect to claim 9\ Eastep teaches: 

Searching for the variable in a data structure implemented in the kernel of 
an operating system. (Column 4 Lines 29-31, discloses that the method would be 
implemented so that the execution of the instructions can be made from system 
memory, the lowest level of processing, therefore the kernel) 

With respect to claim 10, Eastep teaches: 

Inserting the value corresponding to the variable in place of the variable in 
the pathname. (Column 6 Lines 32-35, discloses that the Link ID value is appended to 
the pathname) 

With respect to independent claim 1 1 , Eastep teaches: 
A computer-readable medium encoded with an extensible data structure 
comprising: 
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A first field including an identification of a variable included in a pathname; 

and (Column 6 Lines 26-28, discloses a table storing the inode number (applicant's 
variable identification) 

A second field including a value for the variable, the pathname including 
the value being operable to point to an object. (Column 6 Lines26-28, discloses a 
table that stores Link IDs (applicant's values) and the relation between them and the 
inodes, the Link IDs pointing to the file to be accessed) 

With respect to claim 12, Eastep teaches: 

The data structure is stored in the kernel of an operating system. (Column 4 
Lines 29-31, discloses that the method would be implemented so that the execution of 
the instructions can be made from system memory, the lowest level of processing, 
therefore the kernel) 

With respect to claim 13, Eastep teaches: 

The data structure is expandable by adding variable/value pairs. (Column 3 
Lines 54-61, discloses adding the Link ID's (applicant's values) to the data structure and 
creating the relationships between the Link ID's and the variables) 

With respect to independent claim 14, Eastep teaches: 
A computer-implemented method, comprising: 
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Identifying a variable in a pathname provided by a component requesting 
access to an object; (Column 3 Lines 59-60, discloses that the pathname will be 
analyzed to extract the variable associated with the Link ID) 

Mapping the variable to a corresponding value in a data structure; (Column 
6 Lines 27-29, discloses that the table (applicant's data structure) is searched looking 
for a match between the variable and the Link ID) 

Modifying the pathname by replacing the variable in the pathname with the 
corresponding value such that the resolved pathname creates a path that points 
to the object; and (Column 6 Lines 32-35, discloses that the Link ID value is 
appended to the pathname, therefore modifying it) 

Returning to the requesting component the modified pathname. (Column 6 
Lines32-35, discloses that the pathname will now be resolved and therefore the 
modified pathname will be returned) 

With respect to claim 15, Eastep teaches: 

Receiving a pathname that includes a variable. (Column 3 Lines 59-60, 
discloses that the received pathname will be analyzed to extract the variable associated 
with the Link ID); 

With respect to claim 16, Eastep teaches: 

Searching for the variable in the data structure implemented in the kernel 
of an operating system. (Column 4 Lines 29-31 , discloses that the method would be 
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implemented so that the execution of the instructions can be made from system 
memory, the lowest level of processing, therefore the kernel) 

With respect to claim 17, Eastep teaches: 

A computer-readable medium with computer-executable instructions 
for performing the method of claim 14. (See Rejection for claim 14) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mariela D. Reyes whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1006. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 7:30- 5:00 East time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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